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envoy to his Court on 5th February. Probably this explains the passing flirtntion of Catharine with Kngland, which Till imns to Imvc taken at UH true value, in view of the exorbitant Irrma previously offered by her to Guslavu.H.1
In fact, tin: air was charged with insincerity ami intrigue. The Prussian alliance with the Poles, which might have brought .salvation to that dfslraaed people, was accompanied with i-x-tremely hard conditions, Ih'rl/liern saw in it llu- opportunity uf once inoi't: forcing on his scheme uf gaining Daiuig ami Thorn in return for llu: halving of the Prussian duties on Puli-.h hade down the Vistula. Ills Shyl"ck-likr insistence on thc*<e terms deprived the compact of all worlh from the milid; fur ihr Pnlrs claimed, and with reason, thai llie cession of llmsr valuable diV trials should 1m bini^lH, not hy ihr halving nl* crrlain cusinin* diiOH, but by the rert>vi;ry "f Oir wholr o|' ('ta)U'i.t I'rmn Austriii. In these demands the- c'oiirt of Mrrlin ^n-mnl in inmc.ur; but ulu'mately, as we shall we, It allowed them l»i br Iritlt-red away under pressure from Vienna. A.H a resuU, llie ISiU-t I'ril no less distrust of Prussia than of the twu Kmpire** ; ami uur envuy at Warsaw, Daniel Ihillcs, found that Ltrilish puliry tdum: inspired a feeling of confidence, and that a keen desire* prevailed for a close alliance with Kn^land.*
Pitt also, guided by our naval experts, who winhcil Knglnnd to be freed from dependence, on Uihs'ni fur naval siorei, i»tw the advantage of a compact with Poland, provided her tr.tde wrrc freed from Prussinn .nhacklcs. Mill his liandi were *<ii far lied by tiis alliance with Prussia, that he. Mippui led her ileiiund IIM U.tn/ig (not Tborn), if it wen: accompanied by an enlightened cninninr-cial treaty in which Kngland might bavt: a -.hare. Kvniti ''"on proved that greed rather than eidit;hleninenl prevailed al HrrUn. That Clourt clung t« it.-j dcinaml lot l)aii.*ig .oid Thorn, and il-i envoy at VVui.saw, the .subtle, scheming, and m.^terlid Liuchesini, more than once .showed a dispoMiion in hark back to the policy of Frederick llie Great, and tu choke llie ilispules vvilb AuMrm and RiiRHJa by a partition of Poland.1
11 " K. O.," 1'olnnil, 4. llnilcs lo t.eed't, fith »iml ydi jAiniMry, J?ili Keb-rimry, 391)1 Mnrch iyt>o.
1 Ibitl. On \4\\\ AuKii^i Hnilcs report eii a rMiinrk nf Uiu-chptini, \\\M I'ruaaift coiilct flnslly MM Dnniiif nntl Thorn at the 110^1 w«r. Lurrlif>»lni wa^ rcj)lnce(l by the young nnd Inexptsriflncoil von ciolu In (Jt toUcr. I-'cir a ekeich of Luccliaiinl »eo KeiuYt " Mema.,'1 ii, 360.
